Okehampton Show 

After the two previous years shows had been cancelled due to inclement weather, this years Okehampton Show turned out to be one of the best on a glorious sunny day.  As with all the livestock classes, the Galloways were well supported even though one or two previous exhibitors were tied up with TB restrictions.  The judge this year was well known local Galloway breeder Mr Cyril Abel and he placed Mary & Dan Alfords bull above John Heards 'Pedro of Romesbeoch' in the senior bull class.  There was only one entry in the junior bull class for bulls born after 1st Jan 08 and this was John & Ken Heards young bull 'Supreme of Fowley' born 11/4/08 sired by 'Montana of Nether Cleugh' out of a 'Huntley' cow.  However this young bull went on to be Male champion and eventually the overall breed champion.
In the incalf cow class Miles & Helen Partridges 'Carolyn 92nd of Nether Rusko' was placed above Mary & Dan Alfords cow.  The cow with calf at foot was a particularly strong class and the judge finally placed John & Ken Heards 6 year old cow 'Fowley Beauty 133rd' with her February born bull calf by 'Montanna of Nether Cleugh' beside her 1st and Dan & Mary Alfords home bred cow and heifer calf 2nd.  In the senior heifers class John Heards 'Kirstead Nancy Q4' was placed above Dan & Mary Alfords strong heifers and for the junior heifers, 'Fowley Patsey 5205' out of a 'Blackcraig' cow by 'Penninghame Leader' from John & Ken Heard stood above Miles & Helen Partridges homebred heifer 'Rowbrook Emma.'  After much deliberation the cow with calf at foot, John & Ken Heards homebred 'Fowley Beauty 133rd' out of a 'Lochdochart' cow was placed female champion and reserve overall champion.

Okehampton show is the only show in the west country to have galloway classes of its own and it is good to see it so well supported. 

J C Heard.

